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It is with great sadness that we share
the news that one of our much loved
students, Sam Dixon passed away on
Friday 22nd November.

Sam was diagnosed with Leukaemia in
2015 and began working with our
Home Hospital Service in September
2016. Miss Nevison & Miss Pout
greatly enjoyed teaching Sam in his
home, discussing everything from
superheroes to politics, just some of
Sam's passions.

Despite fighting this cruel battle with
cancer, Sam always brought a smile to
his teachers with his quick wit and
amazing sense of humour.

Sam's compromised immune system
meant that he had to stay at home, but
he could also interact with his teachers
and classmates from the safety of his
home through his telepresence robot,
Marvin. Marvin was funded by the
charity, Special Effect and Sam is the
inspiration behind Bubblebusters, their
pilot project which loans robots to
children with cancer.

Bubblebusters aims to provide life
changing links that overcome isolation,
help rekindle friendships and restore
access to education.

Sam with his robot. The background
shows one of his BubbleBoy comic

strips.

Sam loved comics, spending many
happy times in the Travelling Man

comic shop in Newcastle, creating his
own comic strip superhero character
Bubbleboy and recording his own

podcast 'Bubbleboy and the Travelling
Man'.

When games creater, Jolly Good
Games heard about BubbleBoy;

enclosed in a bubble by day, saving the
world by night, they immediately

wanted to have him as a character in
their Starbeard mobile game.

Sam's original drawing & his
BubbleBoy character in Starbeard.

Sam's dedication to his education was
something to be admired. An

inspiration to both his fellow students
and his teachers, proving that

superheroes don't always wear capes.
Rest in Power Sam!!!!!!

FLY HIGH, SUPER SAM!!!!!

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL

Where to get help

this Christmas

*Provides free, 24/7 crisis support across
the UK if you are experiencing a mental

health crisis.
*If you need urgent help text YM to 85258.

*All texts are answered by trained
volunteers with support from experienced

clinical supervisors.
* Texts are free from EE, O2, Vodafone, 3,
Virgin Mobile, BT Mobile, GIffGaff, Tesco

Mobile and Telecom Plus.

www.samaritans.org
* If you're in distress and need support,
you can ring Samaritans for free any time

of the day or night.
* FREEPHONE 116 123 (24 Hours)

www.childline.org.uk
* If you're under 19 you can confidentially

call, email, or chat online about any
problem big or small.

FREEPHONE 24h Helpline - 08001111
* Chat 1:1 with an online advisor

www.kooth.com
*Provides free, safe and anonymous online

support for young people.
Monday – Friday 12pm – 10pm
Saturday – Sunday 6pm – 10pm



STEP 4
Stand your real tree in a stand
or pot. If you need to, chop or
saw off the bottom off the trunk
so that it fits into your tree
stand. Avoid putting your real
tree in sand or soil as this can
reduce the amount of water it
can uptake.

STEP 5
Locate your tree away from any
heat source such as radiators.
Heat will dry out the tree and it
will lose its needles faster.

STEP 6
Water your real tree every day
to keep it looking plump and
full. A dehydrated tree will start
to droop and wilt very quickly,
so moisture is the essential
ingredient in looking after your
tree. Add a minimum of 500ml
of water a day. A real
Christmas tree can drink 1 to 2
litres a day depending on its
size and your heating.
If your tree is pot-grown, make
sure you water the root ball.
And if it’s kept outside on a
porch, balcony, or in a garden it
might need even more water to
avoid it drying out.

Once the New Year starts to
roll around, it’s time to think
about how to recycle your tree.

Dispose of your tree free of
charge at the Household Waste
Recycling Centre from 7th
January 2020.

Arrange for the council to
collect your tree by calling
01429 523333 from 2nd
December or book online at
www.hartlepool.gov.uk/
collectmytree.

What made you want to work
at the Home Hospital
Service?
I had worked in Jesmond Road
Primary School for several
years and there were changes
happening so I decided to look
around for another job. I saw
this post advertised and thought
is sounded like something
different to what I was used to,
therefore would be something
new and challenging. I also
liked the sound of a more
personalised style of teaching
and how it would help pupils
who were unable to access
mainstream school for whatever
reason.

What do you like about the
Home Hospital Service and
why?
I love the different challenges
that we are faced with everyday
because of the multitude of
personalities we recruit into the
classroom. It is very rewarding
to see pupils who were unable
to access mainstream for
whatever reason, leaving here
with qualifications that they may
not otherwise have achieved.

What does being the school's
Wellbeing Champion involve?
This involves looking after the
well -being of both staff and
pupils. As Champion I attend
meetings with other school Well
-being Champions across the
town to share ideas about
approaches that help pupils and
staff with everyday challenges
in school. I also love compiling
a staff quiz every week to
promote comaradery!!
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In this issue's Teacher
Feature we interviewed our
Home Hospital Teacher and
Wellbeing Champion, Miss
Pout.

Why did you become a
teacher?
Having worked in several jobs
after university I was working
as a support worker for a
therapeutic team at Hartlepool
Borough Council. I wanted to
get into some kind of training to
establish a set career path, and
as I was working with children
and young people as part of the
Education Department I was
torn between social work and
teaching. After asking the
advice of several experienced
staff members, I decided to go
into teaching. I started at
Golden Flatts Primary School
on a Graduate Teacher
Programme.

What is your favourite lesson
to teach?
I like to teach English because
it was my favourite lesson at
school and I love to see how
the pupils grow in confidence
and apply the skills that they
are learning to their work. It is
a very good feeling to see
pupils achieve good results in
their English exams when they
had written themselves off to
fail.

Having picked the perfect
Christmas tree, you’ll want to
make sure it stays fresh
throughout the festive season.
Knowing how to properly care for
your tree can be the difference
between it looking full and
healthy or sad and bare. So here
are my easy tips for looking after
your Christmas tree this holiday.

You will need
• Your real Christmas tree
• A bucket
• Panel saw (to trim the trunk)
• A watering can
• A pot or a Christmas tree
stand to place your tree in - make
sure it can hold water without
leaking.

STEP 1
Take the tree out of its netting as
soon as you get it home to
prevent mould and fungus
growing in the damp branches.

STEP 2
Before you set your tree up, it's a
good idea to give it some water
to avoid dehydration. Cut about
25mm off the trunk of the tree
using a panel saw so that the cut
base of the tree is fresh. Cutting
the trunk means it takes in more
water - like with fresh cut flowers.
If you're not setting up your tree
straight away, securely place it in
a bucket of water in the garden
until you're ready to transfer it to
a pot or stand. Keep it in a cool
dry place away from wind and
direct sunlight.

STEP 3
When you are ready to set your
tree up, shake the tree outside to
remove any loose foliage or
insects. You can also bang the
bottom of the tree trunk on the
ground to remove any dead
needles.

Questions compiled by Michael
Popplewell & Hannah Baker
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Teacher Feature The Perfect Christmas Tree

Written by Michael Popplewell



PRIDE OF PRU
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We're all in this together

On December 12th, we held a
Christmas fair to raise money for our
student enterprise fund. We are hoping
to spend some of the money on our
common room.

Once again we had lots of people
contributing prizes for our tombola and
Miss Nevison managed to get some
fantastic raffle prizes from local
businesses. Our top prize was a £100
beauty treatment voucher and we had
a Middlesbrough FC stadium tour,
alcohol and lots of vouchers.

Mrs Leighton's class made lots of
wooden decorations at forest school
and these proved to be very popular
with the reindeer selling out before the
fair had officially opened. We spoke to
lots of our customers who were very
impressed with the hard work that had
gone into the wooden decorations and
people were happy to have something
more sustainable this Christmas.
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What have we done this term to make us feel proud?

Christmas decorations made by our
very talented students

With the help of Mrs Shadforth we made
light up snowman badges, knitting the
hats and scarves ourselves.

We also had lots of sweet treats that we
wrapped into cones and decorated
nicely. We sold out of Reindeer
Maltesers, Hot Chocolate Reindeer,
Reindeer Poop and Reindeer food. We
even had bah humbugs for the
seasonally disaffected. Thankfully there
are not many scrooges about :-)

Overall, we raised a total of £289.50
which we are really proud of. We are so
grateful for everyone who supported us
and we hope that the raffle prize
winners really enjoy their prizes.

We hope you have a Merry Christmas
and a happy new year.

We would like to say a huge thank you to all of the local businesses who have
supported our Christmas Fair through their kind donations of raffle prizes.

On Tuesdays we attend Forest School and it
is really good. It is at Rossmere School so
we walk there because its not too far and the

exercise is good for us.

We do lots of good things like cooking
sausages over the fire and toasting

marshmallows. We are allowed a cuppa and
a biscuit too.

We have been making things to sell at our
Christmas fair like wooden reindeer, snowmen
and wreaths. We have used tools and glue

guns to produce lots of items.

If you get the opportunity to go to Forest
School, take it, because you will really enjoy

it.
Find out more information at
www.rossmereschool.org.uk

Written by Sherridan Waddington

Forest School at Rossmere Primary
School

the great outdoors
Learning through nature

Written by Home Hospital students



3. Would you rather have to cook
the Christmas dinner every year
or have to clean up and do the
dishes after Christmas dinner

every year?

4. Would you rather wear a
Santa outfit or an elf outfit every

day for a month?

5. Would you rather be an elf in
Santa’s shop or a reindeer on

Santa’s sleigh?

6. Would you rather get a useful
gift or a fun gift?

Q1 - What did the first ever
SMS text message, sent
December 3rd 1992, read?

Q2 - He's making a list and he's
checking it twice. He's going to
find out who's naughty and nice
is taken from which Christmas

song?

Q3 - Which alcohol based
sauce is traditionally poured
over Christmas pudding?

Q4 - "There's never really
been a real hood Christmas
movie" is a quote by which
American rapper and actor?

a)Vanilla Ice
b) Ice Cube
c) Ice T

Q5 - From which town had
Mary and Joseph come before

arriving in Bethlehem?

Q6 - Who wrote the book, A
Christmas Carol?

a) Robert Louis Stevenson
b) Mary Shelley

c) Charles Dickens
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Written by Michael Popplewell

Would you rather is a great
way to start up a fun or

interesting conversation over
Christmas Dinner.

Enjoy family time this festive
season!!!!

1. Would you rather have to eat
a whole turkey in one sitting or
never be able to eat turkey

again?

2. Would you rather spend the
holidays with your family or with

three celebrities (you can
choose the celebrities)?

Answers below
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The staff and students of Hartlepool Pupil

Referral Unit would like to wish you and

your families a very merry christmas.

We look forward to welcoming you back

on Tuesday 7th January 2020

for a fantastic new year!!

Q7 - Who played the Grinch in
the 2000 movie 'How the
Grinch stole Christmas'?

Q8 - Name the movie.

BONUS: Name the actor

Q9 - Which of these is not
another name for Santa?

a) St Nicholas
b) Kris Kringle

c) St Christopher

Q10 - Name the Christmas
song.

Written by Michael
Popplewell

What happens to elves when
they are naughty?

What is a snowman's
favourite breakfast?

What did one snowman say
to the other snowman?

Which of Santa's reindeer
has bad manners?

Santagivesthemthesack

IceCrispies

Canyousmellcarrot?

Rude-olph

What does Santa suffer from
if he gets stuck in a

chimney?

What happened to the thief
who stole a Christmas
Advent Calendar?

Whats the best Christmas
Present?

Written by Michael Popplewell

Claustrophobia

Hegot24days

Abrokendrum-youcan'tbeat
it

Q1-MerryChristmas
Q2-SantaClausiscomingtotown
Q3-Brandy
Q4-b)IceCube
Q5-Nazareth
Q6-c)CharlesDickens
Q7-JimCarrey

Q8-HomeAlone/Macauley
Culkin
Q9-c)StChristopher
Q10-IsawMommykissing
SantaClaus


